Transforming generations that transform communities
Dear Cherished Partner,
In the past 11 years, each year has been better than the previous one. Finishing up 2018, I am filled with
gratitude for all you have made possible through your generous support! This recent year has truly been
the best one yet, and I’d love to tell you why. As you read through the progresses that God has brought
about in part through your support, please prayerfully consider partnering again with Bridge of Faith in
2019, so that we may continue the good work the Lord has begun here in Rockaway Beach.
Giving is made possible through sending checks to Bridge of Faith Community Church, P.O. Box 1059,
Rockaway Beach, MO 65740, and also through secure easy-to-use online giving which may be done
here: https://www.bridgeoffaithcc.com/give.
Amazing Advancements – Made Possible Thanks to You!

The adult ministries are expanding, and we are delighted to see more adults engaged in small group
Bible studies. Participation in both Sunday and Wednesday groups have increased from the previous
year. A third adult class was added to Sunday mornings!
For a small town of less than 1,000 people, this is incredible to us how God is moving so many parents,
singles, and aging people to Him. In addition to increased Bible class attendance, more adults are also
volunteering, and taking part in extra learning opportunities. One of these extra learning opportunities
included training we hosted by inviting nationally-renowned Christian counseling author and
practitioner, Kerry Skinner to Bridge of Faith. Dr. Skinner provided a lay counseling training session for
our congregants, based on his book, The Heart of the Problem, and it was the best-attended event of the
year!

Why is this important? When we see the adults in our church increasing their participation, growing in
God’s Word, serving in the community, and embracing continued learning, we realize they are not just
people who prayed a prayer one day to accept Jesus, but that they are also walking an authentic path of
discipleship, modeling to the best of their ability, the life Jesus has called them to. We celebrate this with
much joy!
Prayer Request: Would you pray with us as we consider methods of developing a Christian counseling
program at Bridge of Faith? Our heart is to help people heal from deeply embedded trauma, broken
relationships, addiction, soul wounds, and grief so that they may be empowered to walk out their Godgiven calling. In rural areas, counseling options, especially biblical counseling options, are very difficult
for people to find, and we’d like to make that resource available for them.
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Children and Youth – Long-term Impacts

A major advancement for us this year was the opportunity to hire a full-time youth
pastor. We realized that not having a full-time youth pastor was hindering students
from their discipleship walk because the number of students that attend Bridge of Faith
makes it necessary to have someone available full-time to prepare lessons, pour into
them, guide them, and pray over them.
The success from our summer student internship program inspired us to expand our
internships throughout the school year. Five students participated in our fall internship
program and learned valuable life skills and employment lessons, which we believe will
contribute to increased opportunities for them to be self-sustaining in the future.

...the real heart
of Bridge of
Faith ministry is
in the people...

The church’s athletic program provided our rural students with unique sports
opportunities, which are not available to rural students who have no way to obtain
transportation to Branson to take part in sports. From a three-day soccer clinic, to Tball and coach-pitch teams (and some trips to play at Branson) these sports programs
help kids have something healthy to do with their time, teach them team-building skills,
and provide discipleship opportunities.
Caring for People through Sustainability Efforts –

Jesus loved people with practical care, and that is our desire as well. We’re grateful for…
· The Village building work, including a near-completed 36-bed mission lodge.
This mission lodge will make it possible for mission teams to stay locally while they
serve on BoF projects that include discipleship, community revitalization, and
children’s programs.
· The greenhouse – coming along beautifully!
· The Food Co-op, which combines food assistance with classes that teach
parenting skills, budgeting, cooking, and nutrition, improving the lives and families
of those who participate. We see this as a hand-up rather than a hand-out,
empowering people rather than keeping them in a constant state of need.
· Finally, the thrift store program has grown in 2018. We were able to add a new
store in Forsyth, which serves as an outreach, a way to provide people with jobs,
opportunities for adults and teens to serve and learn employment skills, and
support for BoF ministries. The community appreciates being able to purchase lowcost household items and furniture, which helps many people to avoid financiallytoxic rent-to-own places.

While I can list events and programs, the real heart of Bridge of Faith ministry is in the
people in our community. It is the teen boy who we helped get his driver’s license who
has secured employment and moved out of a toxic home. It is the teen girl who is growing
in her faith. It is the children kneeling at our altar on Sunday morning, praying for each
other. It is adults growing in their love for one another. And, it is the thrill of seeing Jesus
change lives!
Thank you for investing your donations in Bridge of Faith in 2018. I understand God has
provided for you financially and in turn you have invested in the Kingdom through Bridge
of Faith. As God has provided for you, I know his provision comes through the “sweat of
your brow”. Know that as God leads us in 2019, we are committed to be faithful stewards
of everything the Lord has blessed you with that you have graciously given to us for the
Kingdom.

Yours for the Kingdom,
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Jonathan McGuire
Lead Pastor, Bridge of Faith Community Church

